  
Du Quoin Public Library Board of Trustees Minutes
December 2025                                                                

The Du Quoin Public Library Board of Trustees meeting on December 8, 2025, was called to order by President, Leanna Gray, at 6:30 p.m. at the Du Quoin Public Library.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
La Tasha Baxter led the Board and staff in the “Pledge of Allegiance” following the Call to Order.

ATTENDANCE

Roll was called by Board Secretary, Paula Myers.
Members present: Paula Myers, La Tasha Baxter, Rose Alongi, Gail Durkota, Carol Downs, Andrea Helmer, Janice Wilbanks, Leanna Gray
Members absent: Vickie Morrow
Staff present: Angelina Mabrey
Guests present:  None

PUBLIC COMMENT:
 None

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes for the November 2025 meeting were filed as written.  A motion was made by Carol and seconded by Leanna.
to approve the minutes.  Minutes approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORT
The financial report for November 2025 as provided by the City was reviewed. The motion to accept the financial report subject to audit was made by Rose and seconded by Janice.   All approved.

December 2025 bills were discussed.  Motion to pay the December 2025 Library bills was made by Gail seconded by Paula.  All in attendance approved. 

LIBRARIAN REPORT (Angelina Mabrey)
· There have been several large donations for the month of November/December: $3,500 from Cynthia & Alan Piersol, $1,000 from Richard Haines, and $100.00 from Richard Rowland.
· Angelina is still waiting to hear from the State Historical Society’s clearance but continues to work on the Live and Learn Construction Mini-Grant.
· Angelina has applied for the scholarship for the Public Library Association Conference in April in Minnesota.  Notification should come within the month.
· The Library received the $2,000 grant award from the Du Quoin Elks.
· The Per Capita Grant FY2024 Expenditures Report has been submitted and the Per Capita Equalization Grants for FY2026 have been applied for.  Based upon population and data from the Illinois Dept of Revenue regarding assessed property value, the Library will be eligible for the newly expanded Equalization Aid Grant.  In terms of dollars this could be up to $24,000 and should find out in the middle of 2026.  There is a list of ideas on how to spend the money.
· Angelina met with the two Full-Service Community School Coordinators at the end of November and the Library has partnered with them to make some additional incentives with the 12 Days of Christmas Crafts.  More collaboration will include having the high school students do one-on-one technology tutoring in the Library, the students assisting with digitizing the genealogy collection and a multicultural around-the-world Spring Break series.
· Perry County IDPH is back on December 10 to give out diapers and wipes.  All of the Angel Tree tags were quickly taken which was fantastic, and the Counseling Center/T2H picked up food donations.
· The first Puzzle Race was a success and lots of fun.  Six teams participated and are planning another race in the future.
· A second middle-school student, Vance Miller, completed the 200 Books Before High School Challenge.  He received a $50.00 gift card for completing the challenge.
· The Bluey Family Reading Night went smoothly and was a success.  Many children and parents attended the event and left with a book and other freebies.  Thanks to the high school volunteers for the extra help.

FINANCE: Angelina gave an update on finances
GRANTS COMMITTEE: Rose-Reminded Angelina says that she is available for any assistance that may be needed for grant applications.
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: Paula- Leanna gave bonus checks to Angelina and her staff for an outstanding job in their roles with the Library.  These bonuses were based upon annual evaluations.
POLICY COMMITTEE:  Gail –Nothing to report.
BUILDING & GROUNDS: Janice-Thanks to the DQ Garden Club for planting and caring of flowers in the front planters.
LONG RANGE PLANNING: Carol-Nothing to report.
PUBLICITY & PROMOTIONS:  La Tasha – Nothing to report.
GENEALOGY COMMITTEE:   Leanna-Nothing to report.

NEW BUSINESS & REMINDERS/UPCOMING TASKS

· The first group of books from the Left Banks Books in STL has been received.  Angelina says they are happy with the purchase and price points.
· The first tax distribution from the Perry County Treasurer’s office should be received soon.
· Daphne Schimanski has been hired as a flex, part-time employee.


EXECUTIVE SESSION 

None

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  Next meeting to be held on Monday, January 12 @ 6:30 p.m.


Recorded by:
Paula Myers
Du Quoin Library Board Secretary










